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ANNUAL REPORTS 
OF THE 
TOWN OFFICERS, 
OF THE 
TOWN OF 
SKOWHEGAN, 
FOR THE 
THE YEAR ENDING FEB. 20, 1896. 
Skowhegan: 
J. O. SMITH & Co., PRINTERS, 
Town Officers. 
TOWN CLERK: 
GEOKCE S. WEBB, 
SELECTMEN, ASSESSORS AND OVERSEERS 
OF T H E POOR: 
E. F. DANKOKTH, R. F. PARKER, GEO. L. NAY. 
COLLECTOR: 
R. W. BROWN-. 
TREASURER: 
GEO. E. SAMPSON. 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE: 
C. A. MAKSTON, CHAIRMAN, JOHN H. MITCHELL, 
H. C. TACCART, F. W. ALI.KN, L. H. COPELAND. 
TOWN PHYSICIAN: 
HOWAKD C. TAGOAKT, M. D. 
BOARD OF H E A L T H : 
W. H. WILDES, J. P. OAK, F. A. NOI.IN. 
H E A L T H OFFICER: 
J. N. MERRILL, M. D. 
CONSTABLES: 
H. H. TUFTS, H. P. T H I N G , J. H. MITCHELL, 
GEO. A. FLYE. 
AUDITOR AND AGENT: 
SAMUEL W. GOULD. 
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Skowhegan: 
We herewith submit, for your consideration 
the seventy-second annual report of the financial condi-
tion of this town. 
In accordance with a vote of the town, Court street ex-
tension was opened early in the summer. There were 
two appeals taken from the award of damages made by 
the selectmen, one in the case of the owners of the 
Christian church and the other by Mr. Chas. Newton. 
The actions were entered in Court and a committee ap-
pointed to appraise the damages. A hearing was had 
and the damages in the first case were appraised at $400, 
and in the second at S1(>0, which damages and costs in 
both instances have been paid. We believe that another 
year a sidewalk should be laid upon this street. 
One of the road machines owned by the town was so 
badly worn that it was deemed unwise to continue its 
further use, consequently it was replaced. 
Sewers upon Coburn Avenue and Main street were con-
structed. All but twenty-seven dollars of the amounts 
assessed against the abutters on Coburn Avenue have 
been paid. None of the amounts assessed against 
abutters on Main street have yet been paid. 
In our opinion it is very important that the sewer 
emptying into Whitten Brook should be conducted in 
some different way to the river, we would therefore re-
commend that the town raise the sum of one thousand 
dollars for this purpose. 
The exceptionally low water while the work on Madi-
4 
son street was being- done made the progress slow, as the 
stone crusher could be employed only a part of each day. 
At a meeting held on the second day of November you 
voted to continue the work and expend not exceeding one 
thousand dollars more. The lateness of the season made 
it unadvisable to complete the same, but the road will be 
settled and in good condition to be finished in the spring, 
after which this will be the best street in town. We es-
timate that it will require two hundred dollars to properly 
finish this street. A sidewalk should be built on the 
East side of Madison street as far North as High street 
the coming summer. 
In the poor department there have been several expen-
sive cases where misfortune has overtaken our poor, while 
in other towns, and before the family could be removed 
quite large bills were contracted. When the poor have 
been in town, under our supervision, we believe that as 
much economy has been used as is consistent with humane 
treatment. 
The chairman of your board will under no circum-
stances be a candidate for re-election. 
Selectmen's Report. 
ASSESSMENTS FOR 1895. 
Making and Repairing Highways, $2,200 00 
Building and Repairing Bridges and Culverts,. • 1,000 00 
Breaking Snow Roads, 2,000 00 
Support of Poor and Town Expenses, 6,000 00 
•' " Schools 6,500 00 
" Free High School, ' 500 00 
" Text Books, 500 00 
For Enlarging Cemetery, 250 00 
" Laying out Cemetery Lots, 200 00 
Improvement of Cemeteries, 300 00 
Extension of Main St. Sewer, 500 00 
Sewer on Coburn Avenue, 300 00 
Court Street Extension, 1,200 00 
Madison Street, 1,000 00 
Widening Xorridgewock Road, 200 00 
Payment on Lincoln School House, 2,000 00 
" Sewer Loan, 2,000 00 
" Elect ic Railroad Loan, 1,000 00 
Interest 880 00 
State Tax, 8,880 61 
County Tax, 3,135 83 
Overlayings 1,754 55 
$42,300 99 
b 
VALUATION. 
Real Estate $2,097,365 00 
Personal Estate 1,075,480 00 
S3,172,845 00 
Rate $12.30 per $1,000 00 $39,025 99 
1310 Polls at $2 50 each, 3,275 00 
$42,300 99 
SUPPLEMENTAL TAX. 
Real Estate, $4,350 00 
Personal Estate, 28,270 00 
$32,620 00 
Rate $12.30 per $1,000 00 $401 24 
22_Polls at $2 50 each, 55 00 
$45H 24 
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RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR 1895-0. 
Cash on hand Feby. 20, 1895 $16,583 59 
Interest on M. C. R. R. Bonds, 14 00 
Sales from Town Farm 273 11 
Licenses, 44 00 
Fairfield poor account, 39 50 
Anson " " 11 00 
McMahon " " 4 00 
Fairfield " " 13 00 
Unity " " s7 00 
New Sharon " " 0 45 
Day " " 4 25 
Town Clerk dog licenses 1895, 172 00 
Sale Maine Register, 1 50 
Coucrete walks, 19 35 
Breaking private walks, 10 50 
Town Norridgewock tuition, 21 00 
Rent Park, 15 00 
State Kirby burial expenses, 28 00 
" School Fund and Mill Tax, 3,801 04 
" Pensions, 450 00 
" High School, 375 00 
" R. R. and Telegraph Tax, 700 91 
" Rent Armory, loO 00 
" Dog Tax 1894 refunded, 203 99 
Abutters to Sewers, 830 25 
Non-resident Taxes, 966 05 
Road Machine wheels, •> 00 
Sale tar, d 35 
Sale tape line, 75 
Sale stone, 11 18 
Sale crushed stone, , 18 44 
Borrowed for Madison Street, "00 00 
Borrowed for Lincoln School building, 9,480 00 
R. W. Brown, Collector, 41,634 56 
P. Whitten, 5 ° ° 
$76,768 37 
s 
EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR 1895-6. 
Armory rent, $216 69 
Physicians' certificates of bir ths and d e a t h s , . . . 63 25 
Water Tubs, ' 23 00 
Recording births, deaths and marriages, 44 10 
C. Cleveland by vote of Town March 1895, 50 00 
Constable bills, i s 00 
Dog Constable, 13 00 
Serving notices on .Sewer Abutters, 5 00 
Walton & Walton services before Legislative 
Committee, 20 00 
Jos. P. Oak expense as committee to purchase 
Hearse, 50 00 
Books, stationery and office expenses, 55 87 
Printing, 64 75 
H. P. Thing, t ruant officer 2 years, 20 00 
G. A. Flye, " " 25 00 
Freight, 15 05 
Steam heat, 25 00 
John Smith costs in conveying Ar thur Burrill 
to Reform School, 20 S5 
Hearse runners, 50 00 
Posting Warrants, 12 00 
Janitor, 14 00 
Danforth & Gould legal services, mostly on 
Court St. cases, 07 74 
A. H. Weston et al use target grounds to Mch. 
1, lN'JK, 25 00 
Schools, 12,300 71 
Bridges and Culverts, 392 04 
Insane Hospital, 740 04 
Amount carried forward, s!4,340 09 
') 
EXPENDITURES—CONTINUED. 
Amount brought forward. _ $14,340 09 
Maine Industrial School, 11 00 
Support of Poor, 1,481 4-1 
State Reform School, 72 14 
Snow Roads 1,808 05 
Cemeteries, 344 00 
Interest, 1,448 72 
County Tax ISO.}, 3,1K 83 
State Tax 1805, 8,880 61 
State Pensions, 430 00 
State Treasurer Dog licenses 1895, 172 00 
Town Farm, 917 09 
Hearse 000 00 
Electric Lights, 57 15 
Memorial Day 100 00 
Tramps, 71 50 
Sewers 1,151 13 
Sewer Pipe and catch basin covers on hand, 250 00 
Norridgewock road, 103 03 
Court Street, 1,354 97 
School Building, 11,051 44 
Madison Street, 1,935 26 
Highways, 6,212 05 
Abatements, 356 88 
Damage lo Sheep, 9 00 
Town officers, 2,606 85 
Charles Lord order, ) 1,500 00 
LiHaKing " [ Sewers, 425 00 
Abel W. Snow on order 508 ) 67 67 
Blake Bros. & Co.. last of School House bonds, 3,200 00 
Skowhegan Savings Bank, R. R. note, 1,000 00 
Trust fund, 5 1 °-
$65,262 38 
Cash on hand Feby. 20, 1896, U . 5 0 5 " 
$76,768 37 
10 
TOWN OFFICERS' BILLS. 
E. F. Danforth, ) Selectmen, Assessors ( $500 00 
R. F. Parker, and 350 00 
Geo. L. Nay, ) Overseers of Poor. ( 250 00 
R. W. Brown, Collector, 466 85 
Geo. E. Sampson, Treasurer, 75 00 
Dr. H. C. Taggart, Town Physician, 50 00 
W . H . W i l d e s , ) 10 00 
F. A. Nolin, [ Board of Health, 10 00 
J. P. Oak, ) 10 00 
Augustus N. Davis, Inspector of Buildings, 40 00 
Dr. J . N. Merrill, Health Officer, 50 00 
S. W. Gould, Agent and Auditor, 20 00 
Arthur P. Irving, Supt. Schools, 450 00 
Albert Robinson, " " 325 00 
$2,606 85 
SUPPORT OF POOR ON TOWN FARM. 
Stock and Supplies, Feby. 20, 1895, $800 00 
Overseer's Salary, 400 00 
Supplies and Expenses for year, 517 09 
$1,717 09 
Sales, 8273 11 
Stock and Supplies Feby. 20, 1896, 875 00 
315 weeks board a t $1.80x per week, 568 98 
$1,717 09 
During the past year the acqueduct has been relaid, putting down 
new lead pipe, making an additional expense of about fifty dollars. 
There have been a number of deaths at the Farm during the year 
which has made the expenses more than they otherwise would have 
been. 
POOR OFF FARM. 
11 
Mrs. Chas. Groder, $124 60 
Mrs. John Olukey, 138 41 
Mrs. Peter Blanchett, 125 87 
Chas. Lewis, 0 15 
John J. Kerby, ($28 refunded) 32 70 
Almada Sweat, 25 14 
Phillip Murray, 68 37 
John Pooler, 6 25 
Maud Scott, ($13 refunded) 23 00 
Minnie Hyde, 5 00 
John McMahan, ($43.50 refunded) 75 28 
Melvina Ireland, 45 00 
Mrs. Amelia Clukey, 13 50 
Olive Childs, (*S7 refunded) 87 00 
Geo. and Angie Perry, 35 50 
Herbert Steward, 98 32 
Peter Lessor, 5 75 
Jos. Fluet, 80 91 
($4 25 refunded) 4 25 
Manney McFadden, 28 80 
Jos. Dore, 49 75 
Paul Perry, 68 68 
Mrs. L. Groder, 18 75 
Flagg, 4 75 
John Groder, 12 00 
Stranded Circus men, 6 79 
Isaac Corson, Jr . , (Due from Cornville) 75 
Truman Stearns, 1 99 
Martin Kennedy, (Due from Anson) 76 59 
John Pooler, 3rd, 37 00 
Mrs. Jos. Fluett, 6 75 
W. C. Austin, ($6 45 refunded) 37 65 
L. Lattipp, 9 00 
Mrs. Steadman, 5 00 
Geo. Packard, 2 25 
Lucy Vigue, 45 40 
D. Fish, (Due from Anson) 3 25 
Willie Dore, 11 29 
Augustus Cone, 15 00 
J. B. Marselle, 33 00 
$1 481 44 
Less amount refunded. 182 20 
Net cost of Poor, j . . $1,299 24 
12 
SUPPORT OF INSANE AT MAINE INSANE HOSPITAL. 
Barker, Carol P $149 59 
Foster, John C 130 98 
Leavitt, Charles H 149 05 
McQuillan, Mabel 162 69 
Morrill, Edward P 150 13 
§749 04 
MAINE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 
Richardson, Laura A Sll 00 
STATE REFORM SCHOOL. 
Burrill, Ar thur C $33 14 
Pomeroy, Albert 39 00 
$72 14 
SCHOOLS. 
Balance unexpended, $543 09 
Raised by Town, 6,500 00 
" " " High School, 500 00 
" " " for Text Books, 500 00 
State School fund and mill tax, 3,861 64 
" for High School, 375 00 
Cash from Norridge wock, 21 00 
$12,300 73 
P A I D : 
Town orders to School Committee, $12,300 71 
Balance unexpended, 02 
— $12,300 73 
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BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 
Raised by Town, $1,000 00 
Expended, $392 04 
Unexpended 007 96 
$1,000 00 
SNOW ROADS. 
Raised by Town, $2,000 00 
Cash of Ford breaking priv ite walks, 10 50 
$2,010 50 
Expended, $1,K0K 05 
Unexpended, 202 45 
$2,010 50 
ENLARGEMENT OF SOUTH CEMETERY. 
Raised by Town, $250 00 
Overdrawn, 17 56 
$207 56 
Expended, $267 56 
LAYING OUT CEMETERY LOTS. 
Raised by Town $200 00 
Expended, $13 00 
Unexpended, 187 00 
$200 00 
CEMETERIES. 
Raised by Town $300 00 
Expended, $04 10 
Unexpended, 235 90 
$300 00 
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LINCOLN SCHOOL BUILDING. 
Raised by Town, $2,000 00 
Borrowed under vote of town, 9,480 00 
$11,480 OO 
Expended by Committee, $11,051 44 
Balance, 428 56 
$11,480 00 
LAND DAMAGES OF COURT STREET EXTENSION. 
Raised by vote of Town, $1,200 00 
Overdrawn, 154 97 
$1,354 97 
Expended, $1,054 97 
NORRIDGEWOCK ROAD. 
Raised by Town, $200 00 
Expended, $193 63 
Unexpended, 6 :)7 
1200 00 
MADISON STREET. 
Raised by vote of Town, $1,000 00 
Hired under vote of Nov. 2, 1895, 700 00 
From Treasury , 235 26 
$1,935 26 
Expended, $1,935 26 
HEARSE. 
Raised by Town, $600 00 
Paid for Hearse, 600 00 
MEMORIAL DAY. 
Appropriated by vote of Town, $100 00 
Expended, 100 00 
CO BURN AVENUE SEWER. 
Amount Raised, 
Overdrawn, 
Expended, 
Aisi'TTEits:—Assessed, 
Assessments paid, 
" unpaid, 
$:;00 00 
243 73 
So43 73 
$543 73 
$266 00 
$239 00 
27 00 
$266 00 
Amount Raised, 
Overdrawn, 
MAIN STREET SEWER. 
Expended, 
ABUTTERS:—Assessed, 
Assessments unpaid, 
$500 00 
107 40 
$607 40 
$607 40 
$219 00 
$219 00 
HIGHWAYS. 
Raised by vote of March, 1895, 
" " " May 16, 1895, 
Appropriated by vote of March, 1895, 
Expended, 
Balance unexpended, 
$700 00 
1,500 00 
4,300 00 
$6,233 83 
266 17 
$6,500 00 
$6,500 00 
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LIABILITIES 
Lincoln School Building loan, 
Town order dated July 21, 1888, 
" " Apr. 6, 1889, 
" Feby. 11, 1800, 
Sewer loan, 
S. & N. Ry. loan, 
Trust Fund, 
Town order dated Feby. 20, l'.sOO, 
Cemetery Deposits, 
Madison Street loan, 
Maine Insane Hospital, 
State Reform SCIIDOI. 
Accrued Interest, 
89,480 00 
1,400 00 
COO 00 
1,400 00 
14,400 00 
9,000 00 
348 38 
500 00 
500 00 
700 00 
838,328 38 
Estimated 8137 50 
7 00 
" 700 00 
8844 50 
839,17 
RESOURCES. 
2 M. C. If. R. Bonds, 8212 00 
Uncollected non-resident tax 1893, 62 OH 
" 1894, 190 63 
" 1800, ' 1,121 37 
Due from P. Whitten, 7 00 
" " Anson, 79 84 
" " Cornville, 75 
Cash on hand Feby. 20, 1890, 11,505 99 
$13,180 14 
Net indebtness of Town Feby. 20, It90. $25,992 74 
17 
PROPERTY OF TOWN. 
Town Farm, $2,700 00 
School house lot on North St. i GOO 00 
Austin Farm, 300 00 
Lot on Pine St., 300 00 
Cemetery lot, Parkman Hill, l.jO 00 
Stone Quarry, Notch Road, 150 00 
Cohurn Park, 4,500 00 
Personal Property, 1,250 50 
Stock in S. & X. Ry. <Sr P. Co.. 100 shares, 
$9,050 50 
ESTIMATES. 
Interest on Debt, $1,500 00 
Highways, 0,500 00 
Bridges and Culverts, 500 00 
Snow Roads, L!,000 00 
Support of Poor and TOWD expenses, 0,000 00 
Respectfully Submitted, 
E. F. DANFORTH, 
R. F. PARKER, 
GEO. L. NAY, 
Selectmen 
of 
Skowhegan. 
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Treasurer's Report. 
RECEIPTS. 
Cash on hand Feb. 20, 1895, 816,583 54 
State, Rent of Armory, S100 00 
School fund and mill tax, ... 3,861 64 
Burial of Soldiers, 28 00 
Free High School, 375 00 
Pensions refunded, 456 00 
R. R. & Tel. tax, 766 91 
1894 Dog- Licenses refunded, 203 99 
Non-resident taxes, 966 05 
R. W. Brown 1895 taxes, 41,634 56 
Borrowed money on School house acct. lo,180 00 
Sundry Poor accounts refunded, 165 20 
Sundry Licenses, 44 00 
Sales from Town Farm, 273 11 
Interest on 2 M. C. R. R. Bonds, 14 00 
Sale of Road Machine wheels, 5 00 
Dog Licenses 1895, Town Clerk, 172 00 
Town of Norridgewock, tuition, 21 00 
Sale of tape line, 75 
Grass from Coburn Park '95, 15 00 
On Account of Coburn Park '93, 5 00 
Sale of Maine Register, 1 50 
Sale of stone, 29 62 
Concrete walks, 10 35 
Breaking private walks, 10 50 
Sale of 1 barrel tar, 6 35 
Received from Abutters to sewers,. ... 830 25 
$60,184 78 
$76,768 37 
1') 
E X P E N D I T U R E S . 
State Pens ions , .. S45<> 00 
State T r e a s u r y dog- license 1895, 172 oo 
County T a x , " 3,135 83 
State " T a x , . 8,880 61 
Town Orders , 52,485 50 
S()5,12(> 'J4 
Cash in Bank Feb . , 21,'(>(>, 811,638 43 
S7h,765 37 
Orders to the amount of S132.44 have been d rawn but 
not presented for payment , for th i s reason my cash bal-
ance shows t h a t much more t han the cash balance in se-
lectmen's repor t . 
i l E O . E. S A M P S O N , Treasurer. 
2D 
Auditor's Report. 
I have examined the books and 
accounts of the selectmen, and 
rind them correct, with proper 
vouchers for all orders drawn. 
The accounts of the Treasurer 
and the Committee appointed to 
superintend the construction of 
the new Leavitt Street school-
house, have also been carefully 
examined and found correct with 
vouchers for all sums paid 
thereon. 
Skowhegan, Feb., 22, 1896. 
S. W. GOULD, Auditor. 
Lincoln School Building. 
o 
R E P O R T OF BUILDING COMMITTEE. 
To the Board of Selectmen of Skozchegan : 
The building- committee respectfully submit the 
following report: 
Amount of appropriation for School House, £12,000 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
S. W. Foster & Co., for erecting building as per 
contract $K'.i0!i 00 
Extra for substituting iron for wooden gutters 
and iron roof strip, 150 00 
Extra brick work for heating and ventilating,. 240 00 
E. I. Thomas, architect, 200 00 
Fuller & Warren, for water closets and urinal,. 2S0 00 
" " " " heating and ventilating,. . 525 00 
Town of Skowhegan, for sewer connections, - • • 48 61 
Henry Vigue, " work on sewer, 2:! 50 
C. A. Ross, " sewer pipe, 2 51 
Skowhegan Water Co , " connecting with water 
main, 14 05 
W. II. Wildes, expense to Lewistou to consult 
architect, 5 00 
Robinson Bros., for sand and labor, 2 05 
Me. Central R. R., " steel rails, 6 50 
Terra Cotta tablet and freight, "Lincoln 
School", 34 35 
Kennebec Journal, advertising for sealed pro-
posals for building, 2 00 
Lewiston Journal, advertising for sealed pro-
posals for buildi ng, 2 50 
Amount carried forward, $10,535 73 
~>2 
EXPENDITURES—CONTINUED. 
Amount brought forward, $10,535 73 
Somerset Reporter, advertising for sealed pro-
posals for building, 2 00 
Somerset Reporter, advertising for sealed pro-
posals for grading, 1 00 
Geo. Gushing, for order blanks, 25 
Telegrams and telephone, 1 96 
Express on hardware from Lew iston, 25 
A. 6 . Blunt, hardware, 85 
N. S. Steward & Co., plumbing, 10 75 
Thomas Butler, hauling sand, 3 85 
Postage and stationery, 1 50 
F. I. Estes, filling and grading, 210 00 
J. L. Hammett, for school desks and freight 
on same, 257 75 
R. H. Townsend, for putt ing in seats, 25 55 
$11,051 44 
AMOUNTS UNPAID. 
Balance due Fuller & Warren, for heating and 
ventilating, $500 00 
" Fuller it Warren for water closets, 70 00 
" for teacher 's desks and tab les , . . 66 50 
" claimed by estate E. I. Thomas, archi-
tect, 100 00 
" " J . H. Chase, plumbing ma-
terial, 7 83 
" due F. I. Estes, for grading, 80 00 
$833 33 
$11,884 77 
The building contract was awarded to S. W. Foster & 
Co. We believe the work has been thoroughly and effi-
ciently done and that we have a first-class, modern build-
ing in every respect. 
HEATING AND VENTILATING. 
Your committee gave a great deal of time in investi-
gating these important items and after corresponding 
with a large number of school committees in regard to the 
different systems, (their answers to which we have on 
file) we decided to use the Fuller & Warren hot air fur-
naces under the following guarantee. 
That at the end of six months if the furnaces were not 
satisfactory they were to take them out and put in steam, 
without extra expense to the town over and above the 
first cost. The cost of the steam plant was to be $1450.00 
and the cost of the furnaces $1050.00, one half the cost of 
the furnaces to be left unpaid until the matter is decided. 
So far, as near as we can ascertain from teachers and the 
janitor it is very satisfactory giving each pupil thirty-
five feet of pure air per minute on a basis of forty-five 
pupils to a room. The Massachusetts laws require 
thirty. 
The house is furnished with the best of slate black-
boards, seats, teacher's desks and tables, and we know of 
no other necessary expense but would recommend that 
screens be put on the doors and windows in the spring. 
G R A D I N G . 
This we did not think we were expected to do but 
realizing- that the work could be done much cheaper late 
in the fall than in the spring, we decided to do so, even if 
we exceeded the appropriation by a small amount, but we 
are happy to report that we have done it all and still kept 
within the amount appropriated. There still remains 
some work to be done which was necessarily postponed 
on account of the ground being frozen, but the amount to 
be paid for it is included in our liabilities. 
W. H. WILDES. 
J. P- MERRILL. 
JOS. ROBINSON. 
Report of Health Officer. 
To the Municipal Officers of the Town oj Skuzvlicgan : 
GENTLEMEN: 
Your Health officer begs to make the following report: 
All nuisances reported to the Board of Health during the 
past year were investigated by the Health officer, and the 
same were remedied as far as possible. About ten places 
were reported as requiring special attention. Some two 
hundred places were inspected during the months of May 
and August, as required by the By-Laws of the Board of 
Health. 
The most of the places inspected were found in as good 
sanitary condition as could be expected with the existing 
facilities for disposing of the sewerage. 
On some of the streets where there is no sewer the sink 
and waste water from wash tubs etc. is all emptied into 
the street or gutter, the most notable being French St., 
South side, where many of the people who live there take 
in washing to do, and have no adequate means of dispos-
ing of the sink and wash water, hence it is thrown into 
the street making it filthy and repulsive as well as un-
healthy, and the Board of Health has seen no way of 
enforcing a strictly sanitary condition without sewerage 
facilities which could be supplied at a small expense. 
Repeated complaints have been made about the emptying 
of sewers into the open Whitten brook, which was un-
doubtedly a mistake that will have to be remeded in the 
near future. 
During the past season there were ten cases of typhoid 
fever reported, and three deaths resulted among the num-
ber and seven deaths were reported during the month of 
August from cholera infantum. The most of the cases of 
typhoid and cholera infantum were upon streets where 
there were no sewers, and the sanitary surroundings de-
fective. 
25 
A careful search for the origin of so many cases of ty-
phoid, after a total absence of the disease for over three 
years, inevitably led to the conclusion that it was in the 
contamination of the well water, owing to the long and 
continued drouths and near proximity of the sink spout 
to the well. It is a well established principle that a 
ditch or well in ordinary level ground will drain the soil 
in every direction at a distance of four times the depth of 
the ditch or well, and in sandy soil or sloping ground the 
well water may become contaminated from a far greater 
distance, and more particularly so during extremely dry 
seasons if there are any cess pools or filthy surroundings 
to be drawn from. 
All the side streets should have sewers as soon as 
practicable, large enough at least to carry off the sewer-
age and sink water. Many, and repeated complaints 
have been made and justly so, of the sanitary condition of 
some of our school houses. Notably the old Leavitt St. 
school house and High school building. 
There has been considerable sickness among the school 
children attending at these places, owing to the extremely 
defective ventilation. In evidence of the poisonous con-
ditions of the air in these school buildings I wish to sub-
mit the following for your careful consideration. 
On Feb. 5th, assisted by Mr. Chipman who had charge 
of the most excellent work done in the new school build-
ing by the Fuller & Warren Warming and Ventilating 
Co., I procured samples of the air from the three oc-
cupied rooms at the Leavitt St. school house and from 
the two main rooms and one recitation room in the High 
•school building for chemical analysis which Mr. Chipman 
kindly took to Boston and had analyzed, with the results 
as shown in the report of Dr. Norcross the Analytical 
Chemist, and sent to me by the Fuller and Warren Venti-
lating Co., which report more than confirms the state-
ments made by me one year ago in reference to the sani-
tary condition of the Leavitt St. school house. 
BOS'RI.N, MASS. , Feb , 8th, 1896. 
Fuller & Warren Warming & Ventilating Co., 
43 Milk St., Boston. 
S I R S : 
A careful test of the specimens of air taken from the school buildings 
in Skowhegan, Me., and left at my office by Mr. Chipman has been made the 
2d 
result of which is as follows. The figures representing the parts of Carbonic 
Acid gas in 10,000 ft. of air are at the right. 
HlciH Srnnoi. LKAVITT ST. 
No. 1 33 >>'"• ' 33 
" 2 40 '• 3 40 
" 3 33 " 4 29 
['he normal amjunt in good out door air is 3 to 5 parts in 10,000. 
Yours, 
K. V. XORCROSS, M. D. 
The above report shows the air in the High school 
building to be as bad or even worse than in the Leavitt 
St., school. 
There is no provision whatever for the inlet of fresh 
air to the rooms of the High school building except 
through open windows with all the dangers of direct 
drafts of cold air upon the scholars. 
According to the best sanitary authority, "a well 
ventilated room should not have more than one or two 
volumes per. ten thousand in excess of the external air, 
equaling a total of five or six volumes. When the car-
bonic acid amounts to seven volumes, a want of freshness 
is recognized on entering. When nine, ten or more 
volumes are present, the organic odor becomes manifest." 
"Carbonic acid as the result of animal respiration is ac-
companied by organic exhalations which are well known 
to be deleterious, producing headache and febrile action 
when the exposure is of short continuance, and predispos-
ing to pulmonary affections, phthisis, and typhous con-
dition when the exposure is habitual." 
"Specific miasms or contagia, if present, are generally 
concentrated in proportion to the percentage of expired 
carbonic acid in the air." If to this, be added emanations 
from privy vaults or defective sewers, we shall soon see 
the symptoms of "sewer air poisoning, which in adults, 
where no specific disease germs are at work, are malaise, 
headache, loss of appetite, with dyspeptic symptoms, 
drowsiness, feverishness and a marked tendency to anemia 
and general debility." 
"In children, to these symptoms may be added vomit-
ing, diarrhoea, dysentery, and attacks of gastric catarrh 
and catarrhal tonsillitis. Besides these effects, the de-
bilitating influences of the poluted air render the per-
sons so affected an easy prev to any intercurrent malady. 
27 
If seven volumes of carbonic acid, per ten thousand, 
show defective ventilation, what must be said of rooms 
that will yield [40] forty, after the windows have been 
closed not over fifteen minutes. Such rooms, some of our 
teachers and scholars are compelled to occupy, if able to 
get to them, about six hours a day, for five days in the 
week, and thirty weeks in the year. Is it any wonder 
that so few of our scholars remain to graduate from our 
High school, when they are compelled to do so at so great 
a risk of health and life? 
During the past year there have been many of our 
scholars sick and absent from school for a longer or 
shorter period, suffering from the symptoms described 
in this report, as many of the parents can testify, as they 
recognize the symptoms described, and one of mv own 
scholars is at home at the present writing, as she has 
been several times during the past year, suffering from 
the effects of the foul air in the old Leavitt St. school 
house. The principal points in this report, have been based 
upon personal observations and careful study of the sub-
jects presented, aided by scientific investigation. 
The most important question to be decided is: What 
shall be done to put these buildings into a good sanitary 
condition? My own judgment would be, that experienced 
and practical parties be employed, to put in heating 
and ventilating plants, something like the one used in the 
new building. 
I believe it would be cheaper in the end, and more 
satisfactory to all, when once seen and understood. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. N. MKKKILL, M. D. 
Health Officer. 
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Coburn Charity Bequest. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 
R E C E I P T S . 
Cash on hand, $ 19 00 
Div. on $10,000 Me Central 7s due 1912, 350 00 
" '• Skowhegan Hall Association stock, 
25 shares, 75 00 
" " First Nat Bank Portland, 35 shares, 105 00 
Final Div. First Nat. Bank Fairfield, 1 8 0 0 0 
Interest, 13 90 
Div. on S 10,000 Me Central 7s due 1912, 350 00 
" " Skowhegan Hall Association stock, 
25 shares, 75 00 
" " shoe & leather Bank, Auburn, i 6 s h a r e s , 32 00 
" First Nat . Bank, Portland, 37 shares, i n co 
$1,310 90 
PAYMENTS. 
Woman's Aid Society, 250 00 
One share First Nat. Bank Portland, 100 00 
Woman's Aid Society, 250 00 
One share First Nat. Hank, Portland, IOO 00 
Woman's Aid Society, 250 00 
One share First Nat. Bank, Portland, 100 00 
Woman's Aid Society, 250 00 
Cash on hand, 10 90 
F U N D AS I N V E S T E D F E B R U A R Y . 22 
Description of Security. 
Me C. R. R. Bonds, Registered, 7s, due 1912, 
Shoe and Leather Bank, Auburn, 16 shares, 
First Nat . Bank, Portland, 37 shares, 
Skowhegan Hall Association, 25 shares, 
P- M,3I0 90 
R . , 1896. 
Carried Par 
Cost. at J 'alue. 
$13,200 Si 2,200 $10,000 
1.840 1,600 1,600 
3.703 3,700 3,700 
2,500 2,500 2,500 
821,243 $20,000 $17,800 
R. B. S H E P H E R D , Treasurer. 
Woman's Aid Society. 
S E C R E T A R Y ' S R E P O R T FOR T H E YEAR ENDING 
F E B R U A R Y 20, 1896. 
Number of meetings of the Executive Board of Aid Society, 27 
" " money orders voted by the Executive Board and signed by the 
President and Secretary, 237 
families aided during the year, 75 
" " with money, 24 
'• '• " wood, 5 
" " " boots and rubbers (46 pairs), 21 
dry goods, 37 
" " " groceries, 8 
Part board of one person has been paid, also house rent for two families. 
A free bed in the Maine General Hospital, Portland, has been obtained for 
three people. 
The following articles of second-hand clothing and bed/ling, contributed by 
residents of the town, have been distributed. 
Suits of clothes, '. u 
Boots and rubbers, 52 
Aprons, 12 
Pants, 16 
Sheets (2 new) , 24 
Pillow cases, 10 
Hoods, caps, hats, 16 
Skirts, 29 
Comforters (3 new) , 10 
Blankets, . 2 
Undervests, 54 
Drawers, 5 0 
Overcoats, 6 
Shirts, 20 
Stockings, pair, 72 
Gloves and mittens pair, II 
Cloaks, 3 2 
Waists, 20 
Night-dresses, 5 
Dresses, . . . . 4 ° 
MARY E. PAGE, Se.-re/ary. 
Woman's Aid Society. 
EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF TREASL'UER OF WOMAN'S AID 
SOCIETY. 
[896. 
Feb. 21, By cash balance F"eb., 95, $ 159 77 
" " Interest of Coburn Fund, 1000 00 
" '• returned by recipients, 45 00 
81204 77 
To paid 237 orders voted by Executive board of Society, 
and signed by the President and Secretary, the 
items of which will be shown by report of Secretary 
of Society, 1054 67 
Cash balance to new account, 150 10 
$1,204 77 
MARY \Y. YARNKY, Treasurer. 
Coburn Library Fund. 
RECEIPTS 
Cash on hand Feb'y, 22, 180,5. $2.34° 2 7 
Rec'd for rent of Library Parlors, 104 90 
" from sale of cards. 63 00 
Interest on $7,450 St. Paul and TaUor 's Kails R. K. 
Bonds, 521 50 
" " $3,000 Mexican Central R. R. Bonds, 120 00 
" " S2,ooo Little Rock .V Ft . Smith R. R. 
Bonds, 140 00 
Dhidend on 2,000 First National Bank Stock Portland,,. 120 00 
Received uf Kennebec Log Driving Co., 2I°45 2 ^ 
LXPENDI ' l CRES. 
Paid Librarian, 
" Skovvhegan Water Co , 
" for binding, 
" " Repairs. 
" " Janitor. . .. 
" " Electric lights, 
" " New Books and Magazines, 
" " Fuel, 
Invested during year, 
Paid for Insurance, 
Cash on hand, 
S 260 
25 00 
5> 40 
22 
"5 
51 "5 
72 •5 
270 
.5' 
'59 70 
2,120 00 
62 81 
2,3So 4S 
1.454 95 
85.454 95 
